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KS3 and KS4 Lesson Plan – Why Poverty?

KS3 and KS4 Why Poverty? 
	Objectives: To use facts to support a coherent argument.

	Time: 2 hours

	NC Subjects
	Starter 
	Group Activity

	Citizenship
	Students will watch the films Finding Josephine (10 mins) about a family going to visit their sponsored child in Uganda and Holiday from Poverty (6 mins) about an underprivileged British family benefiting from charity.

Examples of pre-film discussion:

Do any of you or your families sponsor a child in another country?

Do you give to charity? Why/why not?

What are the benefits of giving to charity? 

What might be the problems?

Examples of post-film discussion:

What struck you about the visit to Uganda?

And the Hope family’s chance for a holiday?

Why were the families poor?

What do you think the causes of poverty are?

What can we do to help?

Do we have an obligation to help others?
	Display the key vocabulary – relative poverty and absolute poverty. In the context of the films they have watched, can they guess the meaning of each? Which family – Josephine’s in Uganda or the Hope family in the UK – lives in absolute poverty? Which family is more deserving of our help? 

Set up a debate with the motions:

1) We should help poor people in the UK Vs. 

2) We should help the world’s poorest people

Divide the class into two. They need to support a particular side, regardless of their own personal views, and use facts to back up their arguments.

If the class has a lot of experience with debating, this should be easy to set up but if not, you will need to give examples of arguments and how they could back these up with fact.

	Resources
	
	

	Finding Josephine – a film from Why Poverty?

http://www.whypoverty.net/video/finding-josephine/ 

Holiday from Poverty – a film from Why Poverty?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rqsl0CUnwrk

	
	

	Key vocab
	
	 Plenary
	Extension

	relative poverty
absolute poverty
	
	After the debate, students take a vote to see which side has won. Emphasise that real life is not that simple and poverty has complex causes and consequences. For example, the film Finding Josephine threw up the issue of the debt that African nations owe to the West. Can the students think of any other issues/debates surrounding aid?
	Ask students to think of a tweet they would write about this issue with #whypoverty.

	
	
	
	Adaptions

	
	
	
	Take action – students could write up their arguments in a persuasive letter to their MP/MEP or use design a poster to persuade other students to donate to their campaign.

	Useful links
	“Did you know?”

	For further films from the Why Poverty? campaign and to download the teachers’ guide, visit http://www.whypoverty.net/films/ 
For a personal view on global poverty, head to our YouTube channel for videos of Ethiopian children talking to their sponsors: https://www.youtube.com/user/linkethiopiaofficial 

See the students’ factsheet for further useful links.
	47% of Sub-Saharan Africa is living below the poverty line: earning $1.25 per day (World Bank, 2011).


[image: image1.png]


[image: image2][image: image3]


